
Age-friendly
Cottage Design Competition

Fall 2026
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Challenge Grant
• Age-friendly Cottage Housing

• Universal design
• Mobility / access to services
• Neighborhood compatibility

• Design Professionals
• $5,000 first place
• $1,000 honorable mention

• Students
• $2,500 first place
• $500 honorable mention
• ULI Student Membership

Massing, context, arrangement of units

Design Innovation

Water collection, carbon reduction, solar gain/ shade, 
habitat, etc.

Sustainability

Shared kitchen/designing, guest bedroom, etc.

Community Amenities

Designed for needs as folks age, low-cost, connections to 
nearby services, etc.

Excellence in Age-friendly Housing



Cottage courts – multiple small single-family or duplexes on 10,000+ s.f. lots
o Examples: 

 Multigenerational family compounds / senior living / intentional communities
 Build-to-Rent
 Affordable housing

Zoning reform to increase housing choices
Take bold but gentle action to create more housing choices for families

Griegos Farms by Rembe Urban Design + Development

1700 Old Town Rd.

2025

https://griegosfarms.com/
https://griegosfarms.com/


Cottage courts – multiple small single-family or duplexes on 10,000+ s.f. lots
 Requirements:

 Porches
 10-foot landscape buffer on sides and rear
 30% usable open space
 4 parking spaces / 5 dwelling units + 2 guest spaces per project

Zoning reform to increase housing choices
Take bold but gentle action to create more housing choices for families

Griegos Farms by Rembe Urban Design + Development

1700 Old Town Rd.

Square 
Feet (s.f.) Calculation Result

Start with an example lot size total 10,000 
Divide by minimum lot size in the zone district

R-1 3,500 2.86 units
Multiply by an assumed s.f. per unit in a typical house 2,000 5,714 total s.f.
Divide by size limits in the zone district

Minimum size 650 8 cottage units
Maximum size 1,200 4 cottage units

Incentivizing
High-quality housing

Protecting
Neighborhoods

SAMPLE CALCULATION

2025

https://griegosfarms.com/
https://griegosfarms.com/
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Any property zoned R-1
• Vacant
• Redeveloped

Size
• Minimum: 10,000 s.f.
• Maximum: 3 acres

Zoning Map
https://tinyurl.com/idozoningmap 

https://tinyurl.com/idozoningmap
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Available City Properties: https://www.cabq.gov/available-city-properties 

318 Mesilla St NE | 0.23 Acres 6416 Sumac Dr. NW (La Orilla Corner Lot) | 0.24 Acres

La Orilla
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4716 Periwinkle Ct NW | 0.24 acres 

Periwinkle

8009 Emerald Dr NW | 0.33 acres 

https://www.cabq.gov/available-city-properties
https://www.cabq.gov/available-city-properties
https://www.cabq.gov/available-city-properties
https://www.cabq.gov/available-city-properties
https://www.cabq.gov/available-city-properties
https://dmdgis.cabq.gov/docs/realproperty/flyers/101905711029320415.pdf
https://dmdgis.cabq.gov/docs/realproperty/flyers/101206222951721801.pdf
https://dmdgis.cabq.gov/docs/realproperty/flyers/101106250430810412.pdf
https://dmdgis.cabq.gov/docs/realproperty/flyers/101006203445420603.pdf
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cabq.gov/cottages 

Housing 
Advocate

Neighborhood 
Advocate

Age-friendly 
Advocate

Developer

Designer

Financer

https://cabq.gov/cottages
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Tues 
9/22 

1

Competition 
brief

1

Fri
10/2

2

Registration 
deadline*

2

Thur / Fri
10/22-23

3

Charrette
Pin-up + 

Feedback

3

Fri
11/13

4

Entry Submittal 
Deadline

4

Fri
11/20

5

Awards Event

cabq.gov/cottages 

* First 20 students to register 
(and later submit a competition entry) 

receive a 1-year student membership to ULI New Mexico 

https://cabq.gov/cottages


RESOURCES

City Webpage

cabq.gov/cottages

cabq.gov/available-city-properties 

Project Webpage

ido.abc-zone.com

Interactive IDO

tinyurl.com/idozoningmap

IDO Zoning Map

Mikaela Renz-Whitmore
Urban Design + Dev. Division Manager
mrenz@cabq.gov 

Jessica Sapunar-Jursich
Mid Range Planning Team Lead
jessica@cabq.gov 

https://cabq.gov/cottages
https://www.cabq.gov/available-city-properties
https://www.cabq.gov/available-city-properties
https://www.cabq.gov/available-city-properties
https://www.cabq.gov/available-city-properties
https://www.cabq.gov/available-city-properties
https://ido.abc-zone.com/
https://ido.abc-zone.com/
https://ido.abc-zone.com/
mailto:mrenz@cabq.gov
mailto:Jessica@cabq.gov
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